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REDLIRING IN COVENTRY

¥You probably have hesrd s lot sbout "redlindng” lately. This is s term which
‘s used to describe a whole range of practices by financial instituticns which
regult in mortgape discripdnstion ageainst older neighborhoods. For scme time,
rapple have compleined that mortgages and homsinproversant leoans are herder to
*ot. HNow, thankes to a pev federsal law, it bas come possible to document one
‘ndication of the money flow, namely, the extent to which money depositéd in one
rea of a county 1 used for mortgages in that same area.

Uhe source of Information is a study done by the Cleveland Plain Dealer using
information reported by lenders under the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act of 1975.

In this study, Cleveland Heights was classified as an "{oper ring" suburb, along with
Fast Cleveland, Takewood, parts of Shaker Helghts near Cleveland, Fuclid,

tipale Helghte, Gerfisld Hedghts, and other areas around the periphery of the

central eity of Cleveland. The study suggests serious "disinvestment”™ ia oceuring.

Cne prime exanple is Metropolitan Savings Assoclation, which has branches in
Chaker Hedghts, In Brooklyn, end right here on the Coventry Road commercial strip.
(The lstter two branches are in "inner ring" locations.) Between April 1, 1960
and December 31, 1975, MSA made 260 loans of a total of £7,773,0850. Hinety
percent of these loans were made outside the City of Cleveland. MSA hag 6T% of its
branches in "inner ring" locations, but makes only 21% of loane in sech towns.
Fifty-five percent (55%) of the lcans sre made in "middle ring" suburbs such as
Beachwood and the eastern parts of Shaker Heights, and another 12§ are made in
"outer ring" locations, vhich are places like Gates Mills and Chagrin Palls.

Statistica are misleading. It could be imagined that MSA does all its investing
on the sast side and that money deposited in Cleveland Heights 1s goigg east to
Gates Mills, but it is izpossible right now to say for sure. Also, the fact

that MSA has thres branches makes it imposaible to say how much money is deposited
in each == 1. e. vhether the fact that 6T% of MEA branches are in "imner-ring"
areas means that MSA gets 67% of its deposita in such areas. Nevertheless, the
preat disparity between G677 and 21% must glve rise to some suspicions that red-
tiping ls going on Just down the street from us == and with the mopey of scoe of
you readers.

Tt should be noted that various groups are working to combat redlining. "Greenlining”
fas been described as the practice of organizing groups of people and institutions
and securing pledges to transfer savings accounts to vhichever lender has the best
record of making mortgages in the eity. Active Clevelanders Together [(ACT) got
pledges totaling $750,000 last year. Other groups, such as the BuckevesWoodland
Commumnity Congress, have been reluctant to use such methods ap other than a last
resort,

In the meantime, you might consider your own savings and where you desire to put
them. MAnd if the articles in the papers about redlining influence your decision,
they may indeed have served some useful purpose, More information about redlining
is availabtle on request from the Heights Community Congress = 321-6775
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THE NEXT MEETING OF COVENTRY NEIGHBORS, INC. WILL TAKE PLACE ON
TUESDAY, JANUARY I1th, at the home of WILLIAM AND JEAN STEMZIEL,
2611 EAST OVERLOOK ROAD,
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A QUESTION OF ZONING

Cleveland Helghts Clty Councli| f= consldering an ordinance (109=[978) that
would Immedlately affect 40% of the Coventry shopplng strip. This item, Tntro-
duced at the Ceuncl! mesting of December 6, 1976, has a pubfle hearing set for
It on Monday, January [7th at 7:00 p.m. In Councll chambars., The next CHi
meeting will, therefore, bs the membershlp's last oppartunity to formulate a
statemant for the publlc hearing, Slnee a confilet will prevent me from atten-
ding that CN| meetlng, | am tsking thls opportunity +o use the Coventry Yiilage
Mews to present the sltuaticn and propose a response.

The Clevaland Helghts Zoning Code essentlally seys what you can do on the
land In defined zones of the Clty, and the Zonlng Mep (legally part of the Code)
lays out where these zones are. Although the Code legally defines what Is allow-
ad, the layout of the zones pretty much matches what already exists. Melghbor-
hood shopping areas are mostly C-2 (local retall) and C-3 (commarcial, serving
more than the local nelghborhood)., |s some places, however, the Code 15 used for
plenning. Severance Center was roned S5-| (a "spaclal" district) beafore 1t was
bullt, and the exact ratlo of commerclal, residentlal and offles usage permitted
was set farth.

In four places In town, genercus chunks of commercial land have been zoned
£-2, as "Speclal Development Dlstricts." Ona of these covers about four-flfths
of the east slde of Coventry Road shopping district, from Euclld Helghts Boule-
vard to Hampshlre Road, and extends back past Rock Road. The others are the
triangular patch betwean Euclld Helghts Boulevard and Cedar at the top of Cedar
HIIE: & strefch of Mayfleld Road opposite Clty Hall; and the southwest corner of
Mayfleld and Warrensville Roads, Together with Severance Cantar, they falriy
wall dafine the course of the Cleveiand Halghts Rapld Transit that Councl! was
anticipating around 1965-70; the present Zonlng Code was adopted December 7, 1970.
These distrlcts are each designated for development encompassing the entire dls-
trict, and thereln iles the rub: the wording of the statute Is so strict that
it rules out any development that Involves less than the whole distrlct. On easts
slde Coventry, for exampla, which would ba adequate described as "C-2," the 5=2
lew parmlits any ongolng use already In ex!stence, but doasn't parml+t changes for
a glven bulldlng to any other C-2 type activity--even an actlvity that is goino
on right next door under that bullding's "already-exleting-use” exemptlon! The
proposed ordlnance would ease up the language of the Code a bit, but--according
to what | was told by members of Councli--not aqulvalently to a "C-2" deslgnation.

My perspactive on this tells me that this part of Coventry should be reroned
C-2. PRACTICALLY, fthe current commercial land lords have naver gatten toqgether
on where to put cars, let alone any major development. All +he axciting devalop=
ment on the strip has been on the ether gide of the street. The 5-2 classlflca-
tlon stultifies aven gradual evolution. PHILOSOPHICALLY, this artificlally Im-
posed classification smacks of "rop-down™ planning whereln experts, investors
and publle offlclals quietly get a plan fogether and than tel! +the pecple about
It. MNelghborhoods should press for "grass-roots” planning, where the people who
must llve with the results are In at the start. [ the Clty Planning Dapart-
men® wants to "develop™ Coventry, let 1+ begln with an honestiy descriptive Zonlng
Map and a serles of discusslons wit+h +he people in Coventry. HISTORICALLY, this
artifact comes down from a time when Clfy Hall was treating Coventry |lke a
slum and cpenly plannlng its demolltlon. We are assurad that those days are
gone forever; a nlce way of showing that would be o revoke This legisiativa
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vestige of those days.

I, therefera, wrqa Coventry Nalghbors, lne. to the formal position that,
while we do not object to Urdinance No. 109-1876, we recorsend that Councl]
promptly re-zone the 5-2 District on Coventrvy Road as a C-2 Disirict.

= David Burwasser
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CMT Meeting Nedes

On Decentorn 14, 1978, the monthly meeting of CNT wes graciousfy hosted hy Sam
and Ruin Gondon of Limcefn Boulevasd, Cven Jdeenty prople woere JAn attendance.

Ltems ciscussed incfuded elestion sesulds, schrol-related probioms and concoans,
community Block Gaanrs, CMi statiorary, and cesthefic prbloms on the commercial
Atnip,

CNT voted fo aecommend that a Coventay nesddent be appedinted fo the CH-UW Library
Boand; »o mafily the sfatemont madfs o Uy Councdl in oppasdfics o the proposed
extensdion of fn2 on-aireet ponking bes {0 =6 tom; and i rcconmesd Shat the
City dnveafigeie eonplodinle abow? hedges bloching visdibility at fro intorsections
(Lincoln-Parkucay-Supendion and Parbiay-Fast Ovoifook) and about trash dompstens

on Hampsline Read.

In othen action, CHI unanimousfy vefed its appreciation 2o John and Mary Pichken,
who ane moving ot of foum, fon thedn “dogged and sometimes fomely fight to
save fhe Coventry Libugay.”
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Coventry Villape Libravy

Tuesday - Weekly Storytime for school-age children: stories, films 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday - Weekly Preschool Storytime, ages 3-5 10:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m.

Thursday - Weekly Coventry Librery Players: Creative dramatics 2430 o.m
for ehildren ages 9-14 . 130 p.m.
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ATTENTIOR: VICTIMS

Chio has passed s new law effective December 28, 1976, vhich allews victims
of erimes to file claims for reimbursemont for econcmic losses caused by personal
injury suffered by & criminal attack. Victims can recover cost of medical care,
rehabllitetion, lost wages ard services nseded during recovrery. Victims must
report er:mes to the rolice within 72 hovrs and prove injuries recuited from
erimes. Olaims ghould be filed af the Cierk of Common Pleas Court, County Court
House, or with the Chic Court of Claims in Columbus. Filing fee is £7.50.
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After January 1, 1977, all waste materials shall be placed in PLASTIC BAGS,
and placed at the curb betwesn sunset the evening before collectien and 7:00 a.m.
on the morning of coliection. Newspapers and magazines may be tied securely and
bundled separately, or they may be placed in plastic bags. No container or other
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unit of Tefuse shall exceed 60 pounds, and be not more than four feot in lenpth.
In gvdew tn 1moise Tho cost o Dhiy rasidents af thi= new =ystem, the Ci%y

has afversiwat Jor bads oo plasrie bass (0 w1, as1 will soon * @ makiang those
bags usiialae Lo oosidents at, vr nesl, Sovi. Res dents are 19¢ required to
'P'lt"r'!-\. PR T TR -I.:_:Ir;_--__ula-l- '1:.53.
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PURI 1T HEARIHES 255499

Community Development pubiic hesrings have boen scheduled to sollcit citizen
inpul Tnes pmw <he City should ussign its §447,000 third year grant under the
Housing 2ad Community Development Act of 1375,

Thursday, January 20, 7:30 p.m. Taylor Road Scheool
14780 Superior Road

Thursday , Fehruary 3, 7:30 p.m. City Hall Council Chambers

A11 residents are urged to attend these meetings. Additlonal Information on
the ©D Act and Clevaland Meights' activities Is available from the Planning and
Development and tnnwmn1t$rﬂe1atiqni Departments In the City Hall A

ANEx .
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CLEVELAND MEIGHTS/UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CHAMPTER OF AFS

... 1s Intarested In locating familles who would 1ike to be host faml las for
noxt year's (1977-78) AFS students. A host faml ly 15 one who provides a home for
a forelgn student for a school year. Call Pat Coppedge (382-9181) evenlngs or
Glorla Goldsteln (381-9120), itis a great experience.
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A Pubfication of Coventny Nelghbons, Ine. and the Hedlghts Community Congress

Executive Edifon: Afan Rapoport Contributing Editors: AL Lustig
David Bunwessen
Kanen Lind

AEE opinions contained in the Coventhy Viflage News ane sofefy these of the
author wiless othemeise specified. Official pronouncements of Coventny Neibh-
bors, Inc. wilf be specifically noted, Artinfes for puhfication, fetfers Lo
the editon, and comments would be most welcome and showfd be sent to the edifox,
cfo Apt. 301, 2753 Euckid Heights Boulevard, Cleveland Niedights, Ohio 44106,
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ANNCUNCING A CONTEST: In recognition of what Herrick Mewsions and Twinkie
Lanera have glven to their comsunities, (NI ghall discuss possible new Dames
for "lower” Hampshire —- ao that it will ne longer be confused with "upper"
Hempehire. Suggestions.....77? may be semt o the Newsletter, cfo Apt. 301,
5753 Puclid Helghts Boulevard, Cleveland Heights, Ohioc kL1064,

[aqeutatatagetuteTe e lulebulee) OO O D T R P R T R AR BB R R P e A PLTA WL TR U TLEER AR L T

HAPFY HEW HEW
1?1??TTTT?TT1?1TTTTTT?T?T?TTT???T????TTT?T??????T???T???T??T?T?TTT?T?T?T??TTTT?



